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The 125™ Anniversary Committee needs your assistance with some of the events

that are coming up through the rest of this year. Please read through the following items
and take time to contact the appropriate persons to let us know how you would like to help.

Keith County Fair ~~ August 8-14

Our 125th Anniversary makes this a perfect time to partici-
pate in the Keith County Fair and to let the rest of our community <=
know about some of the exciting things happening at Ogallala /
FUMC. Plans are being made to have a booth at the Fair to share
some of our church’s history, as well as to publicize what’s going
on right now. The exhibit hall will be open Thursday, August 11,
through Saturday, August 13. If you have some ideas or would
like to help man the booth, please call Jo Teaford (284-3072) or
the church office (284-8455).

County Falr

We will also be entering a float in the Fair Parade on Sunday, August 14. Can you
help construct the float? Would you like to ride on or walk with the float in the parade?
Call Jo or the office to volunteer.

Anniversary Dinner and Celebration ~~ October 16

There are two special ways that you can help with early preparations for our
“humongous” anniversary dinner in October:

1) We would like to invite former members and friends of the church to join us for
this celebration. If you have names and addresses of folks that you think should be

church office. We do need this information as soon as possible so that |nV|tat|ons can be
issued.

2) Part of the celebration on this day will include recognition of those who have

been members of the United Methodist Church for 50 years or longer. In order to
facilitate our research and avoid missing anyone, we ask

125t AVL//LLI/:?//SHV(% that you let us know if you or a member of your family
DLM,M,K// should be included on this list. We will need these names

Nﬁi{\t\‘ as soon as possible, also, so that we can complete any
( “'“ \/ necessary research on membership dates.

* Thank you so much for your help and participation in all of
these activities — and Happy Anniversary, Ogallala First
United Methodist Church.

......
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Christian
Symbols

Pomegranate

Because the pomegranate
has an abundance of seeds,
the fruit is used to represent

hope and future life.

It also symbolizes the many
believers who are individual
members of the universal
Christian church.

re you getting e

older? Do vyou
know and love someone who is getting
older? Do you hope/plan to get older
someday? The reason | ask these
questions is because they are
connections to the Sunday morning
Adult Sunday School class that | will be
leading starting Sunday morning
September 18, 2011. The class is
called “Growing Older in a Biblical
Manner”.

This is a Bible Study program
that encourages us to look at the way
we view aging. We -- many of us,
anyway — want to stay young forever. However, the reality is that we either will grow
older or we will not continue to live on this earth. We cannot stay the same age. Our
mental approach to how we grow older can affect our physical signs of aging. This is a
Bible study that encourages us to use the Bible as our guide to a scripturally sound
approach to growing older. Hopefully, we will change some of our attitudes about
aging as we journey through this study together. We will examine some of our fears
about the aging process and talk about God’s promises for us as we age.

This is a Bible study that will cover ten lessons on Sunday mornings during the
Sunday School time between services. Our primary source for this study is the Bible,
and we will also rely heavily on the Book 10 Gospel Promises for Later Life by Jane
Marie Thibault. It is my hope and intent that this will be a class where the participants
will share openly and honestly with one another and listen with kindness and
compassion.

We need to order books for participants to read and therefore we need to
know if you are interested in being a part of the class. Books will cost $15 each and
must be ordered soon. Please contact the church office to sign up for the class, and
you can pay for the book when you receive it. Please consider being a part of the
Adult Sunday School class -- no matter if you are 19 or 99. | believe we can all learn
from this gathering together.

Shalom,

Pastor Chuck Rager
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Early Plans for FunFest 2012

Are you enjoying this weather? For
those of us who are not hot weather
people, staying inside seems like a
good idea.

But, for you gardeners who are will-
ing to brave the heat to produce won-
derful fruits and vegetables — we have
a favor to ask. This may seem rather
premature, but those products you've
worked so hard to grow will make won-
derful jams, jellies, canned fruits and
vegetables that would be an awesome
addition to our Country Store at next
spring’s FunFest. Pickles (beet, sweet,
dill, etc.), canned meats, salsa and rel-

ishes really go over well.

Also, if you have any pint and half-
pint jelly jars with lids or that new lids
would fit that you'd be willing to part
with, please bring them to the church
office.

We know it sounds rather early to be
thinking of the FunFest right now, but
this is the time to be preparing those
delicious products. They sell very well
at the “Country Store.” If you have any
questions, please call Jean (284-2130)
or Bonnie (284-3212). Thanks in ad-
vance for your participation.

Scholarships for United Methodist Campers

In 2004, a camping scholarship fund
for youth and children within the Ogal-
lala United Methodist Church was creat-
ed in memory of Kathryn F. Ivers. The
memorial money was deposited with
the Nebraska United Meth-
odist Foundation.

In addition, the United
Methodist Women have
consistently provided sup-
port for church campers
over the years.

This year, six campers
from our church were
awarded full registration
scholarships funded by the Kathryn F.
Ivers Memorial Fund and the United
Methodist Women. In June, Annie

Bassett, Caroline Draucker, Katherine
Draucker, Rebekkah Draucker, Jessie
Havinridge and Madison Kitt attended
the “No Boys Allowed” camp at Camp
Comeca, located near Cozad.

Their lively presenta-
tion during the church
service on July 24 clearly
demonstrated “a mustard
seed has been planted”.

We appreciate the
contributors to the
Kathryn F. Ivers Camp-
ing Scholarship Fund
and the support for
campers provided by the United Meth-
odist Women.

Thank You for a “Sweet Treat!”

Thank you!! Thank You!! To all who
helped with the Ice Cream Social on
June 26. It was a big success due to
those who furnished the delicious
homemade ice cream and cookies or
bars. The servers, kitchen help and

persons who stayed &k oS
to help clean up iﬁﬁ W \"E?;/1
were all very much *
appreciated.

Thanks again!
Shirley Bassett

SHARE GOD’S BOUNTY

PLAN NOw IN ORDER
TO SHARE THE FRUITS OF
YOUR GARDEN IN NEXT

YEAR’S FUNFEST

COUNTRY STORE
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The Ministry of the United Methodist Women

The United Methodist Women
have taken the summer off from
General and Circle meetings, but we
are still working on events as they
come up. We have just August left to
“rest up” for our fall activities. Among
those will be the District UMW meeting
to be held in Imperial on '
September 17.  More
information will be
forthcoming. It would be *
great if we could get a

you. Our General meeting is held at
noon on the second Thursday of each
month from September through May,
with lunch followed by devotions and a
program. The circles take turns
preparing the lunch.

The four circles meet at
various days and times.
For more information
contact Bonnie Taylor at
284-3212.

fairly |arge number of Unife/Mafﬁo/MWomen | also have another

umMw members  to

attend. Considering the distance we
have traveled to some of the District
meetings, this one in Imperial will be a
very short drive. Another plus to going
to these meetings is getting
reacquainted  with  fellow UMW
members from the other towns in our
District.

If any of our new church members
would be interested in joining our UMW
group, we’'d be delighted to welcome

request from Bonnie. She
is in the process of checking the “Pass-
[t-On” groups to see if any changes,
additions or deletions need to be
made. She would appreciate it if the
group chairs would check with their
committee members and let her know
of any changes as soon as possible.

Enjoy the remainder of your
summer!

Jean Slagle
UMW President

Why a Will Is So Important

A will is a way to be sure all of your
property will go to the relatives, friends
and charitable organizations you care
about the most. Without a will, the state
will decide how your estate will be
distributed.

Your will allows you to give your
specific possessions and accumulated
assets in various proportions to your
spouse, children, relatives, friends and
charitable organizations.

To prepare a will, it is recommended
you obtain the professional counsel of
an attorney. If you are considering a
gift to your church, staff members of the
Nebraska United Methodist Foundation
are available to help you and your
attorney design the best plan for your
wishes, financial circumstances and tax
concerns.

Home at Last:

We offer our Christian love and sympathy to the family of:
QCITHS 1 Eleanor Ruzanic, who died July 19, 2011.
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Celebrating the Past. ... Welcoming the Future

The 125" Anniversary Committee needs your assistance with some of the
events that are coming up through the rest of this year. Please read through the fol-
lowing items and take time to contact the appropriate persons to let us know how you

would like to help.

Keith County Fair
August 8-14

Our 125th Anniversary makes this a
perfect time to participate in the Keith
County Fair and to let the rest of our
community know about some of the
exciting things happening at Ogallala
FUMC. Plans are being made to have
a booth at the Fair to share some of our
church’s history, as well as to publicize
what’s going on right now. If you have
some ideas or would like to help man
the booth, please call Jo Teaford (284-
3072) or the church office (284-8455).

We will also be entering a float in the
Fair Parade. Can you help construct
the float? Would you like to ride on or
walk with the float in the parade? Call
Jo or the office to volunteer.

Anniversary Dinner and
Celebration, October 16

There are two special ways that you
can help with early preparations for our
‘humongous” anniversary dinner in
October:

1) We would like to invite former
members and friends of the church to
join us for this celebration. If you have
names and addresses of folks that you
think should be invited, please submit
them in writing or by email to the church
office. We do need this information as
soon as possible so that invitations can
be issued.

2) Part of the celebration on this day

will include recognition of those who
have been members of our
congregation for 50 years or longer. In
order to facilitate our research and
avoid missing anyone, we ask that you
let us know if you or a member of your
family should be included on this list.
We will need these names as soon as
possible, also, so that we can complete
any necessary research on
membership dates.

Thank you so much for your help
and participation in all of these activities
— and Happy Anniversary, Ogallala
FUMC.

€-mail Addresses

E-mail Addresses for Your Church Staff:
Pastor Chuck: umcogallala_pastor@qwestoffice.net
Renee: umcogallala_renee@qwestoffice.net
Karen: umcogallala@qwestoffice.net

i
cormer.

125™ Anniversary
Events Coming Up:

August 8-14
Keith County Fair
UMC booth and float

Sunday, September 11
Sunday School KickOff

Sunday, October 16
‘Humongous” Anniversary
Dinner and Celebration




Page 6

August, 2011

Send
Us
Your
Photos !

The C hurch
at.\ ‘ork

Why a Will Is So Important

A will is a way to be sure all of your
property will go to the relatives, friends
and charitable organizations you care
about the most. Without a will, the state
will decide how your estate will be
distributed.

Your will allows you to give your
specific possessions and accumulated
assets in various proportions to your
spouse, children, relatives, friends and
charitable organizations.

To prepare a will, it is recommended
you obtain the professional counsel of
an attorney. If you are considering a
gift to your church, staff members of the
Nebraska United Methodist Foundation
are available to help you and your
attorney design the best plan for your
wishes, financial circumstances and tax
concerns.

(continued on page 7)
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An Activity Page for Younger People

HERO
Sandwich

To celebrate the Bible’s many heroes,
make this sandwich for a picnic.

What you need:

* An adult to help

¢ Shredded lettuce

* Olive oil and vinegar

* Seasonings (salt, pepper,
oregano)

¢ Italian crusty bread (six
inches per person)

* Mayonnaise

¢ Sliced meat

¢ Sliced cheese

¢ Sliced tomato

¢ Construction
paper

* Scissors

¢ Pencil

* Toothpicks

* Tape

What you do:

1. Drizzle shredded lettuce
with oil and vinegar;
sprinkle with seasonings.

2. Cut bread in half length-
wise and spread mayo on
both halves.

3. On bottom half, layer meats,
cheese, tomato and lettuce.

4. Top with other half of bread.
Cutin half.

5. Cut paper into small tri-
angles. Write your favorite

Bible heroes’ names on them.

6. Tape the triangles to tooth-
picks to make pennants.
Stick in sandwich halves.
Enjoy!

Noah

Stephen

Abraham

Luke

Nehemiah

Josiah

Name:

%

aelii‘onﬁrpaeked Faibh

4444422244

Match each Bible character to the correct description.

1

4. This man, who became king of Judah at a young

5. God saved this honest, hard-working man from

6. This man stood by God’s Word, showing strength

0On the lines below, write your name and describe how you're a “hero” for God.
What are some ways you put your faith into action?

. This disciple wrote a gospel, recounting many

. This man responded to God’s commands, includ-

. This man was eager to rebuild Jerusalem. He

The greatest “super men” who ever
lived put their faith into action.

events in Jesus’ life.

ing the order fo move. God made many promises
to this man and his descendants.

helped the people protect their city, reminding
them that God was on their side.

age, obeyed God's laws and helped people repent.

destruction by having him build a place of safety
for his family and every kind of creature.

of character even when faced with persecution

and death.

“F YeIso[ ¢ Jenuayap] “1 N “g weyeiqy “9 uaydaig “¢ yeoN] :s1omsuy

A Bible Quiz

How many animals did God tell Noah to bring into the ark?

A. Two of each kind

B. Seven pairs of clean animals and

one pair each of unclean animals

C. BothAandB
D. None of the above

"(£-2:/ bue 0Z-61:9 SIS8USE) 88S) O .JeMSUY

Hey Kids/

Bring your school
backpacks to
church on Sunday,
August 14,
for a special

"Blessing of
the Backpacks”

auring worship
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Hey Kids/

Bring your school

backpacks to
church on Sunday,
August 14,
for a special
"Blessing of
the Backpacks”

auring worship

An Activity Page for Younger People

HyExR (@
Sandiich

To celebrate the Bible’s many heroes,
make this sandwich for a picnic.

What you need:

* An adult to help

» Shredded lettuce

* Olive oil and vinegar

* Seasonings (salt, pepper,
oregano)

* Ttalian crusty bread (six
inches per person)

* Mayonnaise

» Sliced meat

¢ Sliced cheese

» Sliced tomato

* Construction
paper

¢ Scissors

* Pencil

» Toothpicks

* Tape

What you do:

1. Drizzle shredded lettuce
with oil and vinegar;
sprinkle with seasonings.

2. Cut bread in half length-
wise and spread mayo on
both halves.

3. On bottom half, layer meats,
cheese, tomato and lettuce.

4. Top with other half of bread.
Cut in half.

5. Cut paper into small tri-
angles. Write your favorite
Bible heroes’ names on them.

6. Tape the triangles to tooth-
picks to make pennants.
Stick in sandwich halves.
Enjoy!

Noah

Stephen

Abraham

Luke

Nehemiah

Josiah

Name:

%

acbion-packed Paibh

2442233304

Match each Bible character to the correct description.

1

6.

On the lines below, write your name and describe how you're a “hero” for God.
What are some ways you put your faith into action?

. This disciple wrote a gospel, recounting many

. This man responded to God's commands, includ-

. This man was eager to rebuild Jerusalem. He

. This man, who became king of Judah at a young

. God saved this honest, hard-working man from

The greatest “super men” who ever
lived put their faith into action.

events in Jesus’ life.

ing the order fo move. God made many promises
to this man and his descendants.

helped the people protect their city, reminding
them that God was on their side.

age, obeyed God's laws and helped people repent.

destruction by having him build a place of safety
for his family and every kind of creature.

This man stood by God’s Word, showing strength
of character even when faced with persecution

and death.

“F YRISOf ¢ JeTwayaN] 1 '] “g weyeiqy 9 usydalg ¢ JeoN] :S1omsuy

A Bible Quiz

How many animals did God tell Noah to bring into the ark?

A. Two of each kind

B. Seven pairs of clean animals and

one pair each of unclean animals

C. BothAandB
D. None of the above

(-2 bue 0Z-61:9 SIS8USL) 88S) O .JeMSUY
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Moment with a Member

“Happy July! | would like to thank
Reverend Rager for asking me to
share my thoughts on being a mem-
ber of our church. | would also like to
thank my parents for being great role
models. When | was growing up, they
took my brother and me to church
where we all attended Sunday School
and the worship service. My parents
have been very supportive of my in-
volvement in the church, and | am
grateful to them for teaching me the
importance of regular attendance at
church.

“My first memories of church are of
Reverend Stanley Rider, who came to
Ogallala when | was five years old. |
loved going to church! | enjoyed the
ritual of the worship service and was
fascinated by Reverend Rider's ser-
mons. During his tenure, | received
my Young Readers Bible and Meth-
odist hymnal.

“‘Reverend Max McCamley taught
my Confirmation Class. One Sunday,
he took us into the sanctuary and told
us how fortunate we were to have a
church building with so much stained

glass. He explained all of the win-
dows and taught us how to use the
three front windows to say the Ten
Commandments.

“Reverend Robert Folkers inspired
me to read all of the books in the Bi-
ble. | took my junior year of high
school to read from Genesis to Reve-
lation. My favorite book is Job and
my least favorites are the Kings.
Some day, | will be willing to take on
the task of re-reading the Kings, but
for now, | choose to read from the
other books.

“Other fond memories from my
childhood include Angelus Choir, Bell
Choir, Chancel Choir, Vacation Bible
School, and Methodist Youth Fellow-
ship. All of these activities made me
feel that | was a valued part of the
congregation. As an adult, | have
served on several church committees.
| really enjoyed being Lay Member to
Annual Conference, where | learned
about the local church, as well as the
church at the global level. It truly
gave me a better understanding of
what it means to be connectional.

“When Reverend Rager, Roberta
and Rachel came to Ogallala, | put to
practice Radical Hospitality. 1t is so
true that to gain new friends, you just
have to be one. Each Sunday, the
ritual of the worship service is the
constant that | look forward to in our
ever-changing world. It is a great way
to begin each week and reminds me
of the true meaning of faith.”

Respectfully submitted,
Janean Lindauer

“Sometimes the most important thing in a whole day is the rest we take between two

deep breaths.”

~~ Etty Hillesum
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John and Charles Wesley,
founders of the Methodist

movement at Oxford

University

District and Conference Happenings . . ..
Acclaimed Theologian to Speak at Ogallala First UMC

October 11 and 12, 2011

Dr. Randy Maddox, professor of theology and E
Wesleyan studies at the Divinity School of Duke University,
will present a two-day seminar entitled “Wesleyan Resources
for Today: Exploring Our Roots” at Ogallala First UMC on
Tuesday, October 11, and Wednesday, October 12, 2011.

Dr. Maddox is a recognized authority on both the
theology of John and Charles Wesley and of theological
developments in the later Methodist/Wesleyan tradition.
Copies of his book “Responsible Grace: John Wesley's
Practical Theology” will be on hand for purchase and signing
during the seminar. Dr. Randy Maddox

The purpose of this event is to examine Wesleyan theology (our roots) and
how it can be applied to the church today.

This will be an excellent seminar for pastors and laity alike — anyone who
wants to learn about our roots and discover how the past connects and assists us
today. It will help local churches connect to who we are and where we came from.
This seminar has been approved as an Advanced Lay Speaking Course, so persons
who need to maintain certification may do so by attending both days of this event.

This is a rare and exciting opportunity to learn from a premier Wesleyan
scholar. The registration cost is $50, which includes lunch on both days. Space is
limited to 150 participants, so early registration is a must.

You may pick up registration information from the church office, or visit the

Cleaning Bucket Drive Across Nebraska

The Nebraska United Methodist Conference is sponsoring a cleaning bucket
collection drive. The cleaning buckets (formerly called flood buckets) include the spe-
cific contents specified by United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to help
with the clean-up in flood stricken areas of the world. Contents of a cleaning bucket

office for a listing.

With the recent flooding across the nation, including Nebraska, some of the
kits will stay here for use in many of our Nebraska towns in need of clean-up. The rest
will be taken to the UMCOR distribution depot in Louisiana.

The drop-off location for flood buckets in Ogallala is the Great West District
Office, 2 North Spruce Street.

Communities across the state are invited to participate. Anyone wanting to
help with flood recovery can participate. It's an ideal activity for school and community
groups as well as professional and philanthropic organizations.
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STEWARDS FOR AUGUST, 2011 CHOUST <0 |
’ SMTWTFS
Aug.7 Greeters 9:00 Cena Graves, Roger & Shirley Rankin 1 2 3 45 6
Fellowship Tonya, Luke & Haley Hansmeier 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Nursery 9:00 Claudia Stevenson, Katherine Draucker
Acolyte 9:00 Annie Bassett 1415 16 17 1519 20
Children’s Moment  both Deb Kuenning 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Ushers 9:00 Group 5 28 29 30 31
Sound 9:00 Jessica Kay y 1O
Aug. 14 Greeters 9:00 Barbara Draucker, Phil & Barbara Armstrong
- Fellowship Rose & Ryan Holechek
T 2 Nursery 9:00 Evelyn Lovercheck, Katherine Draucker
3 S Acolyte 9:00 Ben Knudsen
2 . Children’s Moment both Pastor Chuck Rager
A
S ® Ushers 9:00 Group 6 ’
< sound 9:00 IvanTroxel ¢ \
Aug. 21 Greeters 9:00 Chip & Jeanne Kay, Jim & Becky Plate 2
Fellowship Don & Shirley Bassett
Nursery 9:00 Evelyn Lovercheck, Katherine Draucker
Acolyte 9:00 Cody Persinger
Children’s Moment  both Carmen Troxel
Ushers 9:00 Group7
Sound 9:00 Evan Rudolph
Aug. 28 Greeters 9:00 Larry & Mary Cumming, Herb & Karen Knudsen
Fellowship Judy Markussen & family
Nursery 9:00 Jane Terrell, Shirlee Knispel
Acolyte 9:00 Hunter Reil
Children’s Moment  9:00 Greg Beal
Ushers 9:00 Group 8
Sound 9:00 Jeff Peterson
Sept. 4 Greeters 9:00 Norm & Rhonda Duba, Shirlee Knispel
- Fellowship Voloice & Beverly Schroder
S B Nursery 9:00 ??7?7?
5= Acolyte 9:00 Caroline Draucker
LIS Children’s Moment  both Ginny Steinke
= Ushers 9:00 Group 9
Sound 9:00 Chip Kay
Sept. 11 Greeters 9:00 Jim & Dorothy Glenn, Milly Schwasinger
3 Fellowship Sunday School KickOff Dinner
2. Nursery 9:00 7?77?77
S S Acolyte 9:00 Cassie Coggins h“
>3  Children’s Moment  both Jonnie Peterson h
T X Ushers 9:00 Group 5
a Sound 9:00 Gary Cobaugh ':‘

If you would like to be added to the volunteer lists for any of the jobs listed above, please contact the church office.
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ST Make a Joyful Noi
c3_ 835 ake a Joyful Noise
w o [ ; (1] g’ | ®
= o N T o= According to legend, the early Christian theologian, St. Augustine of Hippo said,
- & g ®© © M . L, . L « .
O, no® g 5 = g‘r He who sings prays twice.” (The Latin wording is actually “He who sings well prays
w o ~ ! ) twice,” but more on that in a moment.)
- 0 o WV w . B o £
> 32 py 3 8 s Singing, a common element of worship, is a handy way to help children pray.
=) :‘; V :'-r E § . My 6-year-old, who loves to sing, was surprised and delighted when | told him a
- < 2 ) o ﬁ praise song he'd just learned could also be his bedtime prayer. He sings off-key,
2 roX =3 : forgets some words and doesn’t want help from Mom; he just sings his little heart out.
L o o
T z° o g 5 g © But what of older churchgoers who stay silent during hymns, fearful that they
- - = &’ ° don’t sing well enough? Forget the Latin translation! Long before Augustine, a psalmist
: . © prt wrote, “Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands!” (Psalm 100:1, KJv; emphasis
s g added). Why not pray twice today?
- ~~ Heidi Mann
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Have a Superior Summer!

Our Vision: “To be a dynamic church, sharing and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ”

Our Mission: “To love God, love each other and extend that love beyond our church”



